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East Indian Community 

Fund 

Support the Needy of the 
Community

*Support for Education, 
Medical and Emergencies
*Beneficiary names will not be 
published
*Donations by cheques or by 
funds transfer only
*No cash contributions will be 
accepted.

Bank account details:-
Account Name -East Indian 
Community Fund
Bank name – Citizen Credit Co-
op Bank Ltd., Vakola Branch
Savings Account number – 
2090162000015624
IFSC code - CCBL0209016

For more details Call Sybil 
on 9930229742 or email us 

at eastindianfund@gmail.com

MAIDAAN HIRVAGAAR
BHEGINACH UGDEL DAAR

KAKA BAPTISTA GARDENS - A DREAM COME TRUE

Sons-of-the-Soil

EAST INDIAN COMMUNITY
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EASTINDIANS.CAM
News in Pictures

Dharavi Bet Book Release - Fr.Milton Gonsalves' Golden Ordination Anniversary

St. Sebastian Grotto Centenary Celebrations - Kalina Big Village 

Gerson DaCunha Ambrose Ferreira Errol Menezes

CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF OUR STRONG MGP SUPPORTERS
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East Indian Community gets a Christmas Gift - 
Community Theme Project to come up in Juhu - 

Kaka Baptista Gardens

MLA Ameet Satam from Andheri West had assured the children-of-soil East Indian 
Community to set up the Kaka Bap�sta East Indian Indian Gardens with specialised 
community inclusions a couple of years ago. True to his word, this project is a perfect 
Christmas Gi� to the East Indian Community as the community based project is all set 
to be launched at Kaka Bap�sta Gardens, Juhu

Highlights of the Kaka Baptista East Indian  Gardens -
*The first-ever East Indian Community theme based Garden across the world which 
will be a fi�ng tribute to the community which have been great contributors to the 
development in MMR region
*The Mobai Gaothan Panchayat will lead and advise on this Community Project
*Focus will also be on making this a zero carbon project
*MLA Ameet Satam had raised the issue in the State assembly of the need for a 
community based project dedicated to the East Indian freedom fighter, Kaka Bap�sta

Dharavi Bet Book Release Suppored by MGP

MGP are the publishers of the latest book by Fr. Milton Gonsalves, Dharavi Bet - The 
Forgo�en Island

The books covers the history of the Dharavi Bet island - Manori Gorai U�an

th
Released on - Sunday, 19  December 2021 - Fr. Miltons Golden Ordina�on 
Anniversary

Book on sale at Kaka Bap�sta East Indian Museum @ Rs.100/-

Online Bookings on  @ Rs.150)- inclusive of courier/hand-deliverywww.mobaikar.in

To book a copy contact Sybil on 9930229742

This book is a part of MGPs new project - 
*East Indians RISE*
Revive! Ini�ate! Serve! Empower!

Announcements for the East Indian Community

St. Gonsalo Garcia Project - 
Patron Saint of The East 

Indian Community
th

MGP announced 6  February as St. 
Gonsalo Garcia Day and also considers our 
Na�ve Saint as the Patron Saint of the East 
Indian Community

Some ini�a�ves taken or plans dedicated 
to our Na�ve Saint.

*A Chapel dedicated to St. Gonsalo Garcia
*Plans for a Japan Tour to Nagasaki where 
our saint was crucified
*Request to State Government to restore 
the Bassein Fort especially bap�smal font 
at St. Joseph's Church where St. Gonsalo 
Garcia was bap�zed around the year 1500
*Religious ar�cles and Merchandise of our 
Patron Saint
*East Indian Awards dedicated to our 
Na�ve Saint
*Statue of Saint installed at Kaka Bap�sta 
East Indian Museum

We welcome those who can offer land on 
sale at special rates or land donors for the 
Chapel Project of around 2 Gunthas 
(2000sq.�.)

To support us or for feedback contact us on 
9820545302

East Indian Voice - Special Talent for the East Indian Community

East Indian Voice of the Month
*All interested can share their songs and video with us and should be of age 15 years or more
*You can sing any of your favourite songs for this compe��on
*No studio recording will be permi�ed
*The top songs will be streamed on our YouTube Channel - Mee East Indian
*Only new voices will be encouraged, those who have won prizes at East Indian singing compe��ons are not eligible
*The Best Singer will be selected as the East Indian Voice of the Month
*This is open to all East Indian Community members
*Songs can be in English, Hindi, Marathi or East Indian
*The dura�on of songs should be for around 5 minutes

East Indian Voice of the Year
*Will be given a stage to perform at MGP events
*Will be selected amongst the winners of the East Indian Voice of the Month
*The Yearly winner will get an opportunity for a professional Music and Video release led and mentored by well-known Music Director - Hyacinth 
Dsouza.
*Special yearly prize for the best singer also in the East Indian dialect
Please send your entries to mee.eas�ndian@gmail.com

th*Last date for entries - 15  of every month*

http://www.mobaikar.in
mailto:mee.eastindian@gmail.com
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St. Sebastian Grotto Centenary Celebrations - Kalina Big Village

his sure sounds like a fairy tale, but this is the true story of the devo�on and gro�o of Saint Sebas�an in Kalina T(gaothan) big village.

It was a hundred years ago in 1922, when the village saw the plague and there was death and suffering. At that �me the 

devo�on to Saint Sebas�an was introduced by the founder Daniel (Dhanulia) Vaz. The  prayers and  intercession through 

Saint Sebas�an, was a powerful remedy and the mercy of God brought healing and good health, in the village. This 
th

devo�on has been strong through all these 100 years. And this year 20  January 2022 the village celebrated the 

centenary in a very grand style.

th th
The celebra�on commenced with the novena from the 11  to the 19  of January, with the daily rosary and novena prayer 

led by different communi�es of the village, followed by snacks and music along with housie  and fellowship. This 

culminated into the feast day, well planned by the commi�ee, which took off to another level, with the support  and 

financial help of our dearest Brian and Tulip Miranda, who  are always, just a call away, when it comes to help and back 

up. Yes they both stood as a backbone, encouraging the commi�ee with their strong go ahead and financial support. 

Hence the celebra�on escalated to a level of total blast and cheer with food and fun for everyone.

The gro�o renovated and designed by Gleeson Valladares, gave it a royal look, not to miss, the bells, which rang out every 

evening, to the rhythm of 8o' clock Rosary, bringing to all the village a cherished memory of the yester years, the children 

running around with the bell to announce the Rosary �me. In those days, when phone and mobile and wassap were 

absent, this was the mode of communica�on and calling for the 8.00 pm  Rosary around the gro�o.

Dawned the day, the boys hustled and bustled around, with their chores and jobs allo�ed respec�vely. The celebra�on 

commenced at 6.00 pm with the blessing of the new statue by Fr. Evans, followed by the Thanksgiving Eucharis�c 

Celebra�on at 7.00 pm in the church. The candle lit procession around the village at 8.00 pm led by the brass band and 

the statue on palki returned to the gro�o by 8.30 pm, where Fr. Sheen led us into the ribbon cu�ng, declaring the new 

gro�o open with a prayer and blessing by Fr. Maxim. The blessings took off into a loud singing and praying of The Rosary, 

The All Powerful prayer by the villagers, who gathered in large numbers and prayed with loud voices as one large family. 

This was the cap on the 9 days which sounded Heavenly; and Spirit filled was everyone, as we concluded with the rou�ne 

Marathi Hymn to Saint Sebas�an, bringing great joy and hope and strength to one and all, as it is so ironical that we 

prayed a hundred years later, and it is through a storm once again, the pandemic. The prayers and novena so called for 

and well fi�ed in place and �me.

The evening now moved to another level of celebra�on, with felicita�on to our special guest Mr. & Mrs. Brian and Tulip 

Miranda, Judge Aloysius & Gloreen Aguiar. The thank you speech given by the President Kirk Rebello. Tulip's words of 

apprecia�on and wisdom concluded with The 100 fire crackers represen�ng the 100 years, burst out and colorfully lit up 

the sky, while the children danced along with the huge live size teddy mascot. The cake cu�ng by the oldie goldies joined 

by beau�ful Tulip, and Brian who popped the champagne to kick start the evenings party. All was a fes�ve, pompous 

sight to see and a moment of glee, while the song Celebrate played on joyfully, giving way to the rethro music of the 

youth live band and the brass band and DJ music later. To all the tunes and bands the dancing was nonstop, all tapped a 

foot and swung on the dance floor. An evening to cherish and thank God; for His goodness and mercy con�nues to 

outpour, more and more. A memory to archive, an evening to cherish, the smile and joy of the 100 years well celebrated. 

Saint Sebas�an pray for us. All glory be to Jesus.
By Lalita Pinto
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Kaka Baptista Gardens - A Dream Come True

round two years ago, MLA Ameet Satam spoke about the need to have an East Indian Bhavan as a sign of Aapprecia�on for the East Indian community. He suggested that we dedicate this project to 'Kaka' Joseph Bap�sta, 

an East Indian freedom fighter and Lokmanya Tilak's close confidante. Many within the community were doub�ul that 

this project would ever see the light of day as a Bhavan had been promised earlier as well, without any progress made. 

The only difference was that this �me around, the demand was being raised for the first �me ever in the Maharashtra 

Legisla�ve Assembly (Vidhan Sabha). MLA Ameet kept us updated on the progress of this plan but somehow things did 

not work out due to various rules and restric�ons. It was �me to then think of an alterna�ve and Ameet suggested the 

perfect idea, of having a garden dedicated to Kaka Bap�sta!

embers coordina�ng and following up with the MLA were excited to get the news for an alternate plan in the Mform of a garden. Naturally, it was decided to make this an East Indian-themed garden. This is certainly going to 

be a challenge due to the scale of the project, and so we are taking inputs from like-minded experts and advisors to make 

this garden a one to remember, and to pay homage to an East Indian icon! The Kaka Bap�sta Gardens will have 

community-based installa�ons. A Project Team is being created to make this one of the most striking projects for our 

community. This team will also alterna�vely support MGP projects like the Museum, Sanskri� Gaothan, Chapel and 

other related projects.

co-friendly and zero carbon footprint based inclusions will also be considered for this project. Some taglines are Ebeing finalised to connect with MGPs zero carbon project which is likely to be launched soon if things go right. 

Making this garden environment-friendly is a key objec�ve and we are trying to make sure that all the inclusions and 

installa�ons will be in accordance with this objec�ve. Solar energy and water conserva�on plans are being deliberated 

on as a part of the garden's eco-friendly and zero carbon footprint plan. 

ntertainment and ac�vity-based crea�ons will also be the focus, as an Amphitheatre is being planned. EPerformances by East Indian ar�stes on a month-on-month basis will be a highlight, and if possible on higher 

frequencies too. Installa�ons that can be a�rac�ve selfie points are being planned. A kids play area with the East Indian 

theme is being visualised by some crea�ve designers. The garden's furniture and street lights will also have the East 

Indian theme. The main highlight of this garden will be a porgola with an East Indian-themed design. An annual fes�val is 

also being planned with mul�ple events and community-based ac�vi�es. The first phase of the garden is likely to be 

ready by the end of this year. 

he �me has arrived to make our community's dreams come true. The garden is our first step towards promo�ng our Tculture and tradi�ons. We plan to have many more such projects like the Bhavan and cultural village. The actual plan 

for the future Bhavan includes the Gaothan model, a library, museum, occupa�on space and lots more. The community-

themed space was one of our core targets on the Agenda and it seems to get closer with each day. A special thanks to 

MLA Ameet for this project as it's clearly a result of his assembly speech and regular follow ups. This may very well be the 

first exclusive East Indian-themed space which will be a must visit place for a majority of Mumbaikars and not just East 

Indians. Mobai Gaothan Panchayat will manage and coordinate this project �ll its frui�on and also maintain this garden 

to ensure that it's an ideal East Indian cultural space. With this project MGP can confidently say that we make the 

community's dreams come true!

EAST INDIAN PUNCH

Gleason Barretto - Old Kurla

The Mouthpiece of the East Indian Community
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ON AND OFF THE BENCH - A BOOK BY JUSTICE AGUIAR

This 26th day of January 2022, when India celebrated her 73rd year of becoming 
a Republic, marked an important day when an intriguing book �tled “On and 

Off the Bench” was released. The book is wri�en by Jus�ce Aloysius Aguiar, a 
former judge of the Bombay High Court. He is one of the few catholic judges who 
rose to the heights of the high court bench in India.

The book was released by a panel of eminent persons namely His Eminence Oswald 
Cardinal Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay; Jus�ce S. N. Variava, former judge of the 
Supreme Court of India, the apex court in the country, and Jus�ce A.P. Shah, former 
Chief Jus�ce of the Madras and Delhi High Courts and the former chairman of the 
Law Commission of India. Jus�ce Mrs. R. Dalvi, former judge of the Bombay High 
Court, who was instrumental in finding a good publisher for the book and also 
ac�vely involved in organising the launch event, introduced the Judges on the 
panel.

The book contains ar�cles wri�en and speeches delivered by Jus�ce Aguiar 
spanning two decades of his judicial career, first as a judge of the City Civil and 
Sessions Court Bombay and later as a judge of the Bombay High Court. The book 
also has ar�cles and lectures wri�en post his re�rement from the Bombay High 
Court. Hence the �tle- On and Off the Bench. 

One could say that this book is a culmina�on of Jus�ce Aguiar's life's work and lived 
experiences, including the good, the bad and the ugly. Many of the ar�cles 
including those on the notorious Mumbai police encounter killings, 
decriminaliza�on of homosexuality under S.377 of Indian Penal Code, Euthanasia and end of life issues, macabre stories of a 
headless cop, sabotage of Aircra� Makalu which used to carry the then Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi and many more make for 
a very interes�ng reading. 

I would certainly recommend this book to people who have an interest in the rule of law especially the Cons�tu�onal and criminal 
Law in our Country. It would be a very useful book to law students, lawyers, judges and journalists. It would also be a valuable source 
for people of all walks of life who wish to understand legal topics and the legal system in a clear simple manner, devoid of legal 
jargon. 

The publishing of this book is a ma�er of great pride to the Aguiar family and to the Catholic community of India and we hope that it 
can reach every household and every heart. 

-Meryl Aguiar
(daughter of Jus�ce Aguiar)
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MGP EXCLUSIVE
A Special Article for the East Indian Community



Shiv Mourya - Juhu Church

Candida Remedios - Vikhroli

Britney Dharmai - Bandra

WEBSITE
www.mobaikar.in
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